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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

Applicant is reminded of tine proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract includes the 
legal phraseology 'said.' Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 41 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 41 , line 1 1 
recites 'of splashes..' which appears to be a grammatical error for the phrase 'of 
splashes.' Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 27-28 and 33-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
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which applicant regards as the invention. In particular, the term "the sleeve sections" is 
unclear as to which and how many of the previously recited sleeve sections it refers to. 

Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. With regards to the limitation "the parts in a location exposed 
to liquid being dispensed" in line 2, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. It is unclear which parts the applicant is referring to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Foster {US Patent No. 5,826,756) in view of Yang (US Patent No. 5,507,626). 

As to claim 19, Fosfer discloses a 'dispenser pump for delivery of liquid from a 
container, comprising: a pump housing (pump housing 14') which is attachable to a 
container (col. 3, In. 33) , a pump shaft (plunger 16') which is movable relative to the 
pump housing (col. 3, II. 20-21), a dispenser head (dispensing head 56') on the pump 
shaft, a first sleeve section (second cylinder 98) which extends from the dispenser head 
toward the pump housing (col. 6, II. 2-3) and radially surrounds the pump shaft (Fig. 5) 
...a third sleeve section (first cylinder 92') which extends towards the pump housing and 
which is movable into the first sleeve so that the first and third sections form a 
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telescopically extendable splash protection around the pump shaft between the pump 
housing and the dispenser head (col. 6, II. 2-7).' 

Fosfer does not expressly disclose a second sleeve section which extends from 
the first sleeve section, is movable into the first sleeve, and allows for the third sleeve to 
be moved Into it so that the second sleeve extends peripherally over the third sleeve 
section. 

Yang discloses a second sleeve section (second cylinder 20) which extends from 
the first sleeve section and which is movable into the first sleeve section, the second 
sleeve section in any axial position of the pump shaft extending peripherally over the 
third sleeve section (col. 3, II. 1-20). 

Foster and Yang are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor with respect to pumping mechanisms. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to use the dispenser pump of Fosfer with the additional telescoping sleeve of 
Yang. The suggestion/motivation would have been in order to reduce the pump 
strokes required to pump a certain amount of fluid while keeping the pump to a 
compact size {Yang col. 1 , II. 49-54). 

As to claim 20, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent 
claim. Fosfer further discloses 'wherein the first sleeve section is attached to the 
dispenser head (col. 6, II. 2-3).' 

As to claims 21 , 23, and 24, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump 
of the parent claim. Yang further discloses 'wherein the first sleeve section has an 
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inner projection (limit 40) which is engageable with the second sleeve section on an 
end area thereof which is adjacent to the second sleeve section, so that the second 
sleeve section cannot be pulled out of the first sleeve section (col. 3, II. 14- 
16)... wherein the second sleeve section has an outer projection (piston 23) on an end 
area thereof that Is adjacent to the first sleeve area, and wherein the inner projection 
and the outer projection each fit behind one another (Fig. 2)... wherein at least one of 
the inner projection and the outer projection is an annular shoulder (limit 40).' 

As to claim 22, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent 
claim. Yang further discloses 'wherein the second sleeve section has an Inner 
projection (limit 25) which is engageable with the third sleeve section on an end thereof 
in an area adjacent to the third sleeve section, so that the third sleeve section cannot 
be pulled out of the second sleeve section (col. 3, II. 1-4).' 

As to claim 25, Foster In view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent 
claim. Fosfer further discloses 'wherein the third sleeve section (first cylinder 92') Is 
attached to the pump housing (Fig. 5).' 

As to claim 26, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent 
claim. Foster further discloses 'wherein the third sleeve section (first cylinder 92') is 
mounted on a collar (connector 26') of the pump housing (Fig. 5).' 

As to claim 27, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent 
claim. Fosfer further discloses 'wherein at least overlapping areas of the sleeve 
sections are at least essentially the same length when the pump shaft is drawn in (Fig. 
6).' 
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As to claim 28, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent 
claim. Fosfer further discloses 'wherein the sleeve sections are lockable in a position 
pushed into one another (col. 5, II. 28-32, 54-59).' 

As to claims 29 and 30, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of 
the parent claim. Fosfer further discloses 'a guide sleeve (A, figure below) which 
projects from the pump housing toward the dispenser head and surrounds the pump 
shaft... wherein the third sleeve section radially surrounds the guide sleeve at a distance 
and an annular space (B, figure below) is formed there between.' 




As to claims 31 , 34, 35, and 37, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser 

pump of the parent claim. Fosfer further discloses 'a spring (coil spring 42') which 
pretensions the pump shaft, wherein the spring is located radially outward of the pump 
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shaft (col. 5, II. 58-67). ..wherein the spring is radially surrounded by the sleeve sections 
(Fig. 5)... wherein the spring is located radially between the pump shaft and the sleeve 
sections (Fig. 5)... wherein the spring is a helical spring (coil spring 42').' 

As to claims 32, 33, 36, and 38, Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser 
pump of the parent claim. Fosfer further discloses 'a spring (coil spring 42') which 
pretensions the pump shaft, wherein the spring is located between the pump housing 
and the dispenser head (Fig. 5). ..wherein the spring is radially surrounded by the sleeve 
sections (Fig. 5)... wherein the spring is located radially between the pump shaft and the 
sleeve sections (Fig. 5)... wherein the spring is a helical spring (coil spring 42').' 

Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foster in 
view of Yang as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Callahan et al 
{'Callahan') (US Patent No. 5,156,307). 

Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent claim. Foster 
further discloses 'a valve with a valve ball (ball check valve 36').' 

Fosfer does not expressly disclose that the valve ball is of plastic material. 

Callahan discloses 'a valve ball of metal, plastic or ceramic (col. 3, In. 5).' 

Foster and Callahan are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor with respect to fluid dispensers. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the dispenser structure of Fosfer with the plastic valve ball of 
Callahan. The suggestion/motivation would have been in order to make the check valve 
resistant to corrosive and aggressive fluids passing through the dispenser. 
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Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foster in 
view of Yang as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Balogh (US Patent No. 
4,071,172). 

Foster in view of Yang teaches the dispenser pump of the parent claim. 
Foster as modified by Yang does not expressly disclose that all of the parts 
exposed to liquid being dispensed are made of plastic. 

Balogh discloses 'aside from the return spring, all the parts of the liquid dispenser 
may be made of plastic material (co. 1 , II. 33-35).' 

Foster and Balogh are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor with respect to manually operated liquid dispensers. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the dispenser structure of Fosfer with the all plastic parts 
limitation of Balogh. The suggestion/motivation would have been in order to make the 
dispenser resistant to corrosive and aggressive fluids. 

Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Foster 
(US Patent No. 5,826,756) in V\&Noi Balogh (US Patent No. 4,071,172). 

Fosfer discloses a 'a pump housing (pump housing 14') which is attachable to a 
container (col. 3, In. 33) , a pump shaft (plunger 16') which is movable relative to the 
pump housing (col. 3, II. 20-21), a dispenser head (dispensing head 56') on the pump 
shaft, and a spring (coil spring 42') which pretensions the pump shaft, wherein the 
spring is located one of radially outside of the pump shaft and between the pump 
housing and the dispenser head (Fig. 5, col. 5, II. 58-67)... wherein at least one sleeve 
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(first cylinder 92') is provided surrounding the spring for protecting against penetration 
of splashes (col. 2, II. 29-30). 

Fosfer does not expressly disclose that all parts exposed to the liquid being 
dispensed are made of plastic. 

Balogh discloses 'aside from the return spring, all the parts of the liquid dispenser 
may be made of plastic material (co. 1, II. 33-35).' 

Foster and Balogh are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor with respect to manually operated liquid dispensers. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the dispenser structure of Fosfer with the all plastic parts 
limitation of Balogh. The suggestion/motivation would have been in order to make the 
dispenser resistant to corrosive and aggressive fluids. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JONATHAN WOOD whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7422. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
7:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on (571)272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dmitry Suhol/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 4137 
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